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T

he comic genius Lucille Ball told
us, “The secret of staying young
is to live honestly, eat slowly, and lie
about your age.” One of the greatest lies
is that we are “nobodies”.

Most of us have at some point felt like a
nobody – insignificant, invisible, worthless. The Gospel of Luke is a first century
portrait of Jesus with a particular focus on
his ministry with those who were considered nobodies. This August, join us as we
read through the Gospel of Luke together.
Each week, we’ll turn our attention to specific stories that illustrate Jesus’ concern
for those who were marginalized by society, and as we do, we’ll hear his word for
our lives today. Join us for “The Gospel of
the Nobodies.”

You can be a part of such a movement
with the small group study, “Dare to
Dream” by Mike Slaughter beginning in
mid-September. Our last all-church small
group this past spring drew 24 participants into 3 homes to pray and learn
about John Wesley together. I know our
response to six weeks of “Dare to Dream”
can be even greater this autumn.

In a home near you…Friendly chatter
warms the living room as drinks arrive. In
the other room children’s laughter bubbles
up. Led by the Spirit, we share stories that
connect us. In response to a short video
we weave questions and answers, convictions and doubt, wisdom and hope and
prayer. Together we foster a love of Jesus. Together we dedicate ourselves to
life ordered around God’s love for us.

I hope you’ll live into the expectation we
have at St. Andrew Church that EVERY
MEMBER is growing in their faith. Attending worship, daily prayer, Bible study, giving, and participation in a small group are
hallmarks of a growing disciple.

Books will soon be available to purchase.
Perhaps you’d like to open your home to
this kind of experience.

In Christ,
Pastor Biel

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 16

Open House at the Parsonage

August 22

Imaginarium—”Public Relations”

5 p.m.
1-3 p.m.

Would You Share?
What has been your most memorable or uplifting spiritual experience? Would you be willing to share it with others here in the
VOICE? What encourages you may well be an inspiration for us all.

August 1

Rebecca Mooney

August 6

Jeneane Walker

August 8

Jennie Lowell

August 8

Jonas Morkevicius

August 10

Ericka Whorton

August 17

Vivian Newborn

August 17

Leon Newborn

August 22

Uchechi Emuchay

August 24

Regina Bridges

August 24

Analeese Weber

August 28

George Marschall

August 28

David Yates

What are the important dates
in your life? Please call or
email the church office so we
can recognize your anniversary in this space. If this is
not a date to celebrate,
please let the pastor know
anyway so he can remember
it with you.

Save the Date!!

Crochet Group

Medicine Bottles Still Needed

The new floor at the parsonage is installed
and the garden is blooming, so let's celebrate Pastor Biel's first year of ministry at St.
Andrew! COME ON OUT to an open house
at 18441 Aberdeen at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday,
August 16. Please do bring a lawn chair if
you can; vegan salads and beverages are
also welcome.

The St. Andrew Crochet Group finished
making 11 children’s sweaters which have
been sent off to “Knit for Kids,” a program of
World Vision. The sweaters were displayed
at church on July 12 and sent off with a
prayer that the recipient children might be
blessed. The Crochet Group meets on
Wednesdays at 1:30 PM in the narthex. All
are welcome.

We are continuing to collect medicine bottles
for the Malawi Project. When you remove
the labels, please remove all the sticky residue too, and boil the bottles to sanitize
them. Then bring them (with caps) to the
container reserved for them in the narthex.
No over-the counter bottles, please, as they
are too large for this particular use.

South Suburban CROP Hunger
Prayer Bookmarks

Walk – THANKS to WALKERS

Please help us update our prayer card by
sending additions, deletions, or changes to
Mary Lee Hoganson at
maryleeruss@aol.com or to Karen Patterson
at standrew@ameritech.net. If you write a
prayer request on the back of your attendance sheet that you would like to have added to the prayer card, please mark that option to let us know.

and DONORS

Collection

The final results of the 2015 CROP
Hunger Walk are now in. The total raised
was $21,804.40. This is down from the
$30,000 that was raised last year. Trinity
Lutheran Church of Park Forest was top
fund-raiser with a total of $3,894. Second
was Emmaus Community Church of Chicago Heights with a donation of $2500. Hazel
Crest Community UMC was third with
$1,370, St. Andrew UMC was fourth with
$1334, and First Christian of Chicago
Heights was fifth at $1315.

Our First Sunday food (and cash) collection
does make a difference in the lives of our
struggling neighbors here in the south suburbs. Respond Now accepts all types of
nonperishable food items as well as cash.
And if you miss the wagon collection, food
can be dropped off in the shopping cart near
the front door at any time.

Thank you to all of our walkers, who
let their feet speak on behalf of the hungry in
our world, and to all of the faithful donors
who have sponsored our walkers with their
monetary gifts. These gifts will be converted
into acts of compassion as food and water
are made available in times of disaster and
in any place where people suffer for want of
the basic necessities of life.

First Sunday Food Wagon

Imaginarium
Have you ever said, “If only …”? Have you
thought of an idea for the church but you
haven’t known what to do with it? Would
you like to explore possibilities that will
reach others and keep St. Andrew moving
forward?
Come to the “Imaginarium” on Saturday, August 22, at 1 p.m. and help generate the momentum that will turn dreams into reality.
The topic this time is Public Relations: InHouse and Out.

Saving Our Environment
$1 invested in Clean Energy creates 3
times as many jobs as $1 invested in
Fossil Fuels.
[Source Report—PERI, UMASS AMHERST,
CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS]

Photo Gallery: Looking Back
July saw a few hardy St. Andrew souls
braving the mosquito threat for a Starry
Nights Beatles tribute. It was a beautiful
evening—great fellowship, fun music, and
no mosquitoes in evidence.

June was a busy month in the life of St. Andrew!
Pastor Biel finished his studies at the Institute for Congregational Development, a twoyear commitment that culminated in graduation at Annual Conference. We celebrated
his achievement the following Sunday,
June 21.

One of the more noticeable results of the
Stop the Leaks campaign: we had the parking lot sealcoated and striped during the last
week of June.

Do you have photos, articles or events
that you would like to share with the
St. Andrew community? Send them to
Karen at
standrew@ameritech.net
The deadline for the September VOICE
(August 17) is fast approaching!

August 2015
SUNDAY

2

MONDAY

3

TUESDAY

4

10:30 am—Worship

WEDNESDAY

5

6

9:00 am—Men’s

9:30 am—TOPS

Food Wagon

9

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

7

8

14

15

21

22

Coffee

10

11

10:30 am—Worship 7:00 pm—Worship
Service

16

THURSDAY

12

13

7:00 pm—Church

9:30 am—TOPS

Committee

17

Council

18

10:30 am—Worship VOICE Deadline

2:00 pm—Finance

19

20

9:00 am—Men’s

9:30 am—TOPS

Loose Change

1-3 pm—

Coffee

Imaginarium

5:00 pm-Parsonage
Open House

23

24

10:30 am—Worship 7:00 pm—SPRC
Loose Change

30

31

10:30 am—Worship
5:00 pm Staff
Retreat

25
12:30 pm—Lay
Leadership
6-9 pm—AKA
Fellowship Hall

26

27
9:30 am—TOPS

28

29
Trustee Training in
Barrington
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Mission Statement
St. Andrew seeks to be a community of
faith that is
Christ-centered
compassionate
and inclusive
sharing gifts and resources
while spreading the gospel
and serving others
locally and globally
Worship with us at 10:30 am
Child care provided

